gIR _jf a rifxid bar be fixed upon a wall by one of its end, and if more and more heavy weights are gradually placed 011 its free end, the bar will ultimately break at the fixed point in the wall ' The same thing will happen if a sharp and heavy blow is struck 011 the bar. By the principle of lever, the effect of the blow or of the weight will be greater, more this is nearer to the free end of the bar, than the fixed end. This well-known mechanical principle will explain a particular form of fracture in a definite region of the skull. 
